Intercessions – Prayers by Caroline
14 March 2021. Ashdon 9.30am communion
Mothering Sunday and first back in Church

Exodus 2: 1-10; John 19: 25b - 27
God, we thank you today both for the ability to return to church to worship together, and also for the love of our mothers.
Loving God, you have given us the right to be called children of God. Help us to show your love in our homes and within our community, that these may be places of love, security and worth, where all are valued.

Lord, in your mercy; 

Hear our prayer
Loving God, Jesus, your Son, was born into the family of Joseph and Mary; bless all parents and all who care for children; strengthen those families living under stress, especially in these days of restrictions and when so many families are concerned for their livelihoods. Be with all whose homes have been places of unhappiness and may your love be known where no human love is found. 
We pray too for all mothers who must watch their children go hungry in places of the world ravaged by war. At present we think especially of those in Mozambique.
Lord, in your mercy; 

Hear our prayer
In our own community, we pray for our school as well as for all who are isolated and anxious at this time. We thank you that our care homes are able slowly to open up so that mothers can see children or grandchildren again in person.
We continue to be grateful for all the people who keep life going: for those in shops, those making postal and other deliveries, those emptying our bins. This times has taught us how much we rely on each other – help us not to forget that.

Lord, in your mercy; 

Hear our prayer
We remember before God those we know who are ill, naming them in the silence of our hearts….. 
Be with the anxious, support the weak, Lord, and may we as your church offer a home for those who need it, the good  news of your love for them and hope for the broken hearted and despondent.
Lord, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer
And we thank God for all those who have died, especially for our mothers whom we see no more. We remember too all those who have died during this pandemic, and all for whom this Mothering Sunday brings special poignancy as a result. 

Be gentle with us in our grief, protect us from despair,
and give us grace to persevere and face the future with hope
in Jesus Christ our risen Lord.   Amen.

Merciful Father, 
accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour  Jesus Christ.          Amen
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