Intercessions  


 Prayers by Caroline
31 January 2021. Ashdon 9.30am communion
Malachi 3: 1-5; Luke 2: 22-40
Lord God, we ask that your Spirit will help us to recognise you as Lord and Saviour, as the light in our darkness and as the light of the world. As we come to the end of the Christmas and Epiphany season, we thank you for all that it has meant to us. We look to the future strengthened and guided by your light, and ask you to lead us in the days ahead.
We pray for all members of our churches in Saffron Walden and the surrounding villages – not just the Anglican churches but, in this week of prayer for Christian unity, also those of other denominations.  We pray for our new Rector Jeremy as he says farewell to his current congregations without the usual opportunities to say goodbye in person and to celebrate his ministry there. 
Give him your assurance that you will sustain and uphold him in his new role amongst us.
Lord, in your mercy; 

Hear our prayer
In the world and in our own country, this week has seen two grim landmarks of very different kinds. In Britain, there have now been over 100,000 deaths as a result of the current pandemic. And we have also remembered all those who died in the holocaust – well over 10 million. As we see how national interests can so easily dominate in politics, we ask God to bless and guide the leaders of all nations, giving them compassion and vision to respect all peoples and to seek the common good.
Lord, in your mercy; 

Hear our prayer
In our own community, we continue to pray for our schools and for all who are isolated and anxious at this time.  We thank God for the work being done to bring the vaccination to all who need it, and ask for courage and strength for all in hospitals whose workload threatens to overwhelm them. We think of all in our care homes, especially those known to us.
Father God, help us all to see your light in times of darkness. May your Spirit help us to see what is most important in our lives, looking behind the headlines to identify ways in which we can contribute to the well being of those in our community 
Lord, in your mercy; 

Hear our prayer
We remember before God those we know who are ill, naming them in the silence of our hearts….. 
You invite us to lay our burdens at your feet, promising to comfort us in sorrow. Jesus the Good Shepherd, be with all who are in special need of comfort at this time, we pray.
Lord, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer
And we thank God for all those who have died during this pandemic, as well as others dear to us.
Gracious God, as we remember before you the thousands
who have died, surround us and all who mourn with your
strong compassion.
Be gentle with us in our grief, protect us from despair,
and give us grace to persevere and face the future with hope
in Jesus Christ our risen Lord.   Amen.

Merciful Father, 
accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour  Jesus Christ.          Amen
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