Intercessions 
24 January 2021. Ashdon 9.30am communion
Week of prayer for Christian Unity

Genesis 14: 17-20; John 2: 1-11
We have been thinking today about the way that God can change our lives. In this time of lockdown, we pray for his Spirit to bring change to hearts and minds so that we can become part of his work for good in our world. In days that can seem dark and dreary, we ask Him to open our eyes to his many gifts and blessings and for his energy and strength to reach out to others.
In our Church family, we thank God for the opportunity to continue to meet via zoom. We remember before Him those who cannot be with us in this way and we look to the time when our churches can open for worship again. In this week of prayer for Christian unity we pray for our brothers and sisters in other churches, particularly for members of the Baptist Church here in Ashdon.
Father God, we thank you for the fellowship that we share, both within our own church and across churches in the Saffron Walden Team and with those of other denominations. May our churches be beacons of your love. Sustain and encourage all our people in their search for you,
Lord, in your mercy; 

Hear our prayer
We long for change in the world. We thank God that the inauguration of the new President of the United States has taken place peacefully, and we pray for him as he takes up office. We hold up to you all who are suffering and dying in this current pandemic, especially in places where medical services are totally inadequate. Give to all on the front line and all decision makers the energy and the will to persevere during these hard times.
Father, we ask your wisdom and guidance for all world leaders and those who advise them. 
Lord, in your mercy; 

Hear our prayer
In our own community, we pray especially for our schools and for teachers and for parents with the task of home teaching and juggling the interests of children and of working from home.  We pray too for all who are isolated and anxious at this time, for all living in crowded situations and for all who are sleeping rough.  We think of all in our care homes, especially those known to us.
Father God, it is sometimes in adversity that you feel most present with us. Give us the grace to seek you ourselves and to bring your saving grace to others through supporting them in hard times.
Lord, in your mercy; 

Hear our prayer
We remember before God those we know who are ill, naming them in the silence of our hearts….. 
We thank God for those who have recovered and especially today that Malcolm is now out of hospital. We pray too for all who have been recently bereaved, remembering by name Dawn Saxon and Sarah Nicholas and others known to us. Reveal to them your love and peace, we pray.
Holy Father, may those who are in need know your presence with them in the midst of pain and anxiety. Bring change to their situation through the kindness of others, we pray, and help each one of us to see how we can play our part
Lord, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer
And we thank God for all those who have died, especially those dear to us. Daily we are faced with numbers of those who have died in the current pandemic: we know that each one represents a person precious in your sight. 
Eternal God, deepen in us awareness of your resurrection promise of eternal life, giving us the assurance that love can never die and that, in you, we are with those we love always

Merciful Father, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour  Jesus Christ.          Amen
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