1 November 2020, All Souls Service
‘I am with you’ Isaiah 34:1-2; 41:10; Matthew 28:20b

Ashdon 2pm
1.
Those who let the light in

Today is All Saints Day and our grapevine contains a lovely anecdote about a child who describes the saints whom she sees depicted in the stained glass windows of a cathedral as ‘the ones who let the light in’.

Those whom we will remember today by name are people who affected those of us who remain – in different ways they let the light of God into our lives, through their love, their presence – perhaps their humour. They may not be saints in a conventional sense but they are the souls whom we commemorate today.
2.
Feeling alone

This week I had an e-mail from the wife of a man whose funeral I took a couple of weeks ago. She wrote ‘I find the stillness in our home very difficult’.   When someone close dies, especially if it is a partner or someone we lived with, we feel very alone. Although time brings some changes, this often persists.  At the present time, it is not only bereavement that can leadsto a feeling of being alone. Even those who are active, maybe still at work, speak of feeling cut off from human contact, and of course the coming second lockdown will intensify this. We are suddenly cut off, not only from friends and family and human contact, but from many of the activities that sustain our spirits.
3.
God says ‘I am with you’

That is why I chose the readings from the Bible that we have just heard, in which God says ‘I am with you’. After a bereavement: I am with you when the funeral is over and the well wishers disappear; in the middle of the night, when you cannot sleep. 
And the same is true for us all in the coming months. We are urged not to be afraid, and reassured that God will give us strength.
To his closest friends, the death of Jesus must have seemed, on that first Good Friday as he hung on the cross, to have been wasted. So much goodness, potential and wisdom, snuffed out in such a cruel way. Yet they came to realise that this was not so. From that life and death, much more has come. And Jesus told us that every hair on our heads is known to God and counted.  It is a tremendous claim, but one that I sincerely believe. And it applies not only to the lives of those we have loved, but also to the good that we try to do. Too often, it seems as if kindness and acts of integrity are in vain – drowned out by the clamour of hatred or the silence of indifference. But I believe that nothing that is good – of God - will ultimately be wasted or lost.  

Jesus promises that we have a source of companionship and comfort that goes beyond human ties, and continues when they are absent or insufficient. Some people can sense clearly the on-going presence of the one who has died, others cannot. Yet we can all know the presence of God. And insofar as those we have loved are safely with God, they are also still with us
In a moment we shall read the names of those we wish to remember and light a candle for them in this place. As we do so, it is my prayer that you will know, deep inside yourself, not only that the life and love you shared has on-going value and importance, but also that you need never be alone.
 Amen
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