Intercessions 
All Saints Church, Ashdon

23 August 2020; Trinity 11
Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16: 13-20
So today we pray for vision, that we may perceive God at work in the world and recognise him in those we meet.
As restrictions ease, we pray for those in the Church with responsibility for planning how we might worship together in safety. We remember our brothers and sisters in the Baptist Church.
Lord we ask for your peace as the Church develops to meet changing circumstances. We thank you that we are able to worship together again, and pray for our Bishops and leaders. Help each one of us to act out of deep love for you, and in accordance with the ways that you have shown us.
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
We pray now for the nations of the world; for the efforts being made in Lebanon to recover from the devastating explosion, and for all those countries where people are suffering to cope with the current pandemic with poor medical facilities and amid political unrest. In our own country, we think of those places living with increased restrictions as a result of local lockdowns, and pray for all seeking for a vaccine.
Lord Jesus, we bring before you the needs of people throughout the world. Give wisdom, we pray, to all in authority and help them to continue to seek the good of all
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
As we think of needs within our own community, we pray especially for those preparing to re-open schools, for pupils who have recently received exam results and for all uncertain about their future.
Lord, we thank you for the many blessings we receive through friends and neighbours and for opportunities to see family members, albeit in limited ways. Be with all in our community who struggle especially at the current time.
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
Now we remember in our hearts all those known to us who are sick or in special need……
Father, you know the names and situations of all those in need. We ask for your healing hand to be upon them, and where physical healing is not possible, that you will comfort them with your peace.
Lord, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer
And so we thank God for the lives of those dear to us who have died, especially those who have died recently. 
Thank you, Father, for our continuing communion with them in You, and bring us, with them, to your eternal Kingdom.
Merciful Father, 
accept our prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour  Jesus Christ.          Amen
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