Intercessions 
All Saints Church, Ashdon

13 September 2020; Trinity 14
Romans 14: 1-12; Matthew 18: 21-35
So today we pray for a deep awareness of our own indebtedness to God, who has forgiven our many sins and set us free from guilt.
As we all watch infections rising, and further restrictions on our lives due to the pandemic, we pray for all who are most affected.

Lord we look with concern at the daily rise in those affected by coronavirus in our own society, and we fear the effects this will have in our own lives. Keep us from a selfish focus on our own wishes, help us to be aware of those who are suffering most at this time. In the church, give us vision as we seek new ways to worship you and to show forth your love.
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
As we think of the nations for the world, we pray especially for those affected by fire – in the Oregon in the United States, and the refugees on the island of Lesbos.
Father God, our TV screens bring us pictures of great distress and suffering. We are tempted to shut such scenes out from our minds. We do not know how to respond to the inequalities in our world that drive thousands of people to flee their homelands in search of a better life. Yet we acknowledge that as those who enjoy the many benefits of a secure and peaceful and prosperous life, we are part of the problem. Show us how to contribute to positive solutions, and give our leaders insight and imagination and compassion, and help us to support generous responses. 
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
It is 5 years to the day since our Queen became the longest serving monarch in British history. We pray for her in the words of a prayer written in 2015 on that occasion:

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ exchanged the glory of a heavenly throne for the form of a servant,

we thank you that you have given Elizabeth our Queen 

a heart to serve her people, and have kept her devoted in this service beyond all who were before her:

encourage us by her example to serve one another, and to seek the common good, until you call us all to reign with Christ in your eternal kingdom.        Amen.

As we think of needs within our own community, we pray especially for our schools, especially our school here in Ashdon, and for all young people starting in higher education.
Lord, we thank you for all our neighbours and friends. Help us to be supportive and forgiving, and be especially close to all who are weak or fearful at this time
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
Now we remember in our hearts all those known to us who are sick or in special need……
O Lord our God, we bring before you now all those in special need of our prayers, those with long term health conditions as well as those who are acutely ill, and we ask strength for all who care for them
Lord, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer
And so we thank God for the lives of those dear to us who have died, especially those who have died recently.  In this community, we remember especially Dorothy Bartlett whose funeral was last week, and Susan Solesbury, whose ashes were buried yesterday.
Thank you, Father, for our continuing communion with them in You, and bring us, with them, to your eternal Kingdom.
Merciful Father, 
accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour  Jesus Christ.          Amen
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