7 July 2020, Weds 9.30am
Hosea 10: 1-3, 7-8, 12; Matthew 10: 1-7

Zoomed service 9.30am

1.
Commissioned to proclaim the good news

Only yesterday, I was reminded by an e-mail just how much our message of faith is judged on the basis of how we do or do not care for people. Of course, Christians are not alone in caring, but should at the very least be amongst those who do so.
We just heard how Jesus sent out the 12 disciples. The rest of Matthew Chapter 10 contains more instructions for them, but the core purpose was to cast out unclean spirits, to cure every disease and sickness and to proclaim the good news that in Jesus, the kingdom of heaven had come near. They are to go first to ‘the lost sheep of the house of Israel’.
2.
Analysis and link to Hosea

Israel were God’s own people; the nation whom God had been nurturing and looking after over the centuries, but who had gone astray. We heard today the words of Hosea, one of the group of 8th century prophets who called Israel to repentance, to turn back to their God through practising righteousness. Although we know that over the years of his ministry, Jesus did himself heal and appeal to both the Gentiles and the Samaritans as well as to those who were Jews, it is clear that in sending out the twelve, he instructs them to begin with those people who had a long history of acknowledging God and longing for his kingdom. Tell them it is near, he says, for to them it should have been good news indeed.

Our gospel reading contains the names of the 12 – a motley crew. The list of names may mean little to us, except that we notice it includes Judas, who was to betray Jesus. Yet this bunch of young enthusiastic men were to be part of the work, part of bringing about that kingdom of heaven through their healing and through pointing people to what Jesus’s coming meant for everyone. And as they are sent out, and given Jesus’s own authority – that of God Himself – they are told not to be afraid.
3. 
Message for us

So what is the message here for us? We too are a motley crew! Imagine if this list of 12 included the names you see on your computer screen: Lesley, Kathleen, Carole, Martin, Alex, Gillian, Margaret, Hilary and so on. We each have particular gifts and skills, and through Jesus have been given a vision of God’s Kingdom, of the Kingdom of Heaven. We not only have this vision, but we are commissioned to be part of bringing it into being. We have been, through our Baptism, given authority to share this vision and our hope of a time when it will be a reality. Through our work we bring that time much closer. 

What might it mean for us to cast out evil spirits and to cure the sick? We know so much more now about illness, and medicine is a specialist skill and calling. Some but not all are trained doctors or nurses, and do literally care for the sick. Past months have made us all so aware of the debt we owe to those working in our heath and care services in a professional capacity. For some this is literally their calling and their way of expressing God’s love and helping to bring his kingdom closer. Yet need is far broader than this, and the skills and gifts we bring are not limited to those with professional heath care training. The less specialist acts of kindness and affirmation are just as important.
We believe that we have good news. Simply stated this is that God loves each one of us, and that our lives have a purpose, even though sometimes this seems unlikely or circumstances get us down. Through following the pattern that Jesus showed us, and trusting that he has overcome the forces of evil that threaten to overwhelm us, we can lead lives that are full and whole in the deepest way – and so can everyone else. This wholeness is not compromised even by serious illness or death. So many around us are coping with the demons of despair or exhaustion, physical and spiritual. Like the 12 sent out by Jesus, we are been sent out to bring practical help and consolation and a message of hope. 

It is right that others should judge our faith and the message we proclaim by our actions. Let us all ask God to show us what he would have us do to help to bring his kingdom of heaven even closer to those around us.
Amen
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