Intercessions 
All Saints Church, Ashdon

26 July 2020; Trinity 7
Romans 8: 26 -39; Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52
As lockdown gradually eases, let us pray for diligence and care in public life, and for all who are fearful and uncertain. Following our readings today we pray too that amidst all our preoccupations, we may be aware of God’s love for us and of his work in the world, taking time to turn aside to listen to his voice.
We pray for this church and for all the churches in the Team as they re-open for worship, adjusting to new regulations and ways of being with one another. We ask that we may offer those around us ways to perceive God at work in the world.

Father God, deepen our faith and trust in you. Break through our everyday concerns, giving us peace in our hearts in these troubled times, and help us always to seek to further your kingdom of love and peace
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
We pray now for the nations of the world, as international tensions seem to be escalating. We pray for our own Government and for those seeking to preserve law and order and to preserve public health. 

Lord Jesus, you came into our world and lived as one of us. Tensions between powerful nations were as prominent in your time on earth as they are in our own day. Give integrity and insight to all in positions of power, making them slow to judge and condemn, and quick to seek for solutions that further the interests of all.
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
We remember our own community, and our wider circle of friends and loved ones. Now that schools are on holiday after a very difficult time, we pray that teachers and pupils may have a time of rest and recuperation.
Father, we thank you for our neighbours and friends and all who live alongside us. Help us to seek your face in the faces of all we meet, and to work together for your kingdom
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
As we think of those known to us who are sick, we remember those experiencing domestic abuse, especially during this time of lockdown, and all suffering from mental health problems that have been worsened by the current situation. We pray too for those still seriously ill with the COVID virus, and for all seeking a vaccine and a cure.
Father, you know how hard this time is for many people. We bring before you those known to us who are ill in body mind or spirit, as well as those we do not know……, asking you to give them the reassurance of your love and peace.
Lord, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer
We are assured that even death cannot separate us from the love of God. And so let us now thank God for the lives of loved ones who have died, having before us their example as we journey on.
Eternal God, we thank you that in you there is no separation from those we love. Through times of sorrow and of loss, we ask that you will hold us and those who are bereaved firm in this faith.
Merciful Father, 
accept our prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour  Jesus Christ.          Amen
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