Intercessions 
All Saints Church, Ashdon

14 June 2020

Trinity 1
Romans 5: 1-8; Matthew 9: 35 - 10: 8
The past week has been marked by protests that ‘Black Lives Matter’ following the murder of George Floyd in the USA, and now riots in London and other places in reaction to some of the actions of protesters. Police are in the front line and some have been injured.
Yet our readings today speak of endurance and hope. So in this spirit, we offer our prayers to God

We pray for the Churches in this Team and for members of the Baptist Church here in Ashdon. As some churches plan to re-open for private prayer, we ask for God’s blessing on our plans. We continue to pray for the process of appointing both a new Team Rector and a new Diocesan Bishop. Jesus told his disciples that the labourers were few, and sent them out to proclaim good news – may we too proclaim your Kingdom through our actions.
Father God, show us how the church can continue to be a beacon of light and hope in these challenging times. Give us patience and endurance as we seek to meet the needs of those around us.
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
We pray now for the nations of the world, particularly for the poorer nations with little or no capacity to combat the current pandemic. We pray especially at this time for our own Government and for those seeking to preserve law and order. Show us how to ensure that all citizens feel valued, especially those whose needs and rights have in the past been ignored.
Lord Jesus, you knew how it was to live as one of a nation subject to powerful rulers who did not follow the ways of your people, and who often oppressed those fighting for justice. Help us to build a society in which the rights of all are respected, and in which all can thrive in a spirit of mutual respect and peace.
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
We remember our own community, and our wider circle of friends and loved ones. We pray especially for our local school, and for pupils and teachers.
Father, you know how difficult this time is for many people. Give us patience and comfort as we long to be with those we love. Help us to use this time wisely, to continue to support each other in the ways that we can, and to continue to hope for a better future 
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
So now we think of those who are ill – remembering that each of the statistics we see on the news represents a life lost and a bereaved family, and thinking too of the mental toll that this time of lockdown is taking on many around us.
Give us all strength, O God, as we continue to cope with the social isolation that accompanies the current lockdown. Be with those who are sick, and with all who care for them.
Lord, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer
And we thank God for who have died. Remembering John Bartram whose funeral was last week, we pray for Kath and all the family.
Eternal God, be our rock in times of sorrow and comfort us with the knowledge of your ongoing love and care for us and for those whom we now see no more.
Merciful Father, 
accept our prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour  Jesus Christ.          Amen
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