Intercessions 
All Saints Church, Ashdon

3 May 2020

Easter 4
Acts 2: 42 - 47; John 10: 1-10

(1 Peter 2: 19-25; Psalm 23)

As we continue in lockdown during this Easter season, worshipping on line via Zoom or privately at home, we start with the prayer on this week’s Grapevine:

Lord, as your love was not bound by the constraints of the tomb,
so too we know that the abundant life we have in you has no constraints or boundaries. In joy and in sorrow, 

in the current circumstances and even in the depths of pain,

may we know your presence and comfort as we seek to experience the abundant life that you came to give us.

Amen
We pray for the Churches in this Team and for members of the Baptist Church here in Ashdon. We pray for our Bishops – Bishop Peter who has taken over as acting Diocesan Bishop, and for Bishop Stephen as he prepares for the move to York. We thank you for all the opportunities that we are finding to worship in new ways, and for the technology that makes this possible.
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
As we think of the nations of the world, we pray for all those countries of the world seeking to find ways to ease the lockdown in a safe way. We pray for our Government as they look at the evidence in order to make decisions on our behalf. And we pray especially for those places and countries with totally inadequate health care, for all living on the streets or in refugee camps where there is little or no protection. 
Lord, we ask for patience and wisdom for all in positions of power and influence throughout the world. 
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
As we pray for our communities, we think of the ways in which this situation is affecting those around us: those concerned for their livelihood, those struggling to cope with young children in cramped situations.
Loving God be especially close this week to all in our community who are struggling in any way – from isolation, or from stress or anxiety. Strengthen, we pray, those who seek to help, and help us all to be aware of the needs of our neighbours.
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
We remember before God those we know who are ill, naming them in our hearts…..
Give strength, O God to those waiting for treatment, to all who are ill and to all who are bereaved. In the valley of the shadow of death, comfort them with a sense of your presence.
Lord, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer
And we thank God for who have died. This week, we remember especially Christine Snell who died on Thursday. We think of her husband John, and of her children and grandchildren. 
Eternal God, deepen in us the resurrection promise of eternal life, giving us the assurance that love can never die and that in you we are with those we love always

Merciful Father, 
accept our prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour  Jesus Christ.          Amen
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