Intercessions 
All Saints Church, Ashdon

22 March 2020

Readings for Coronavirus and Mothering Sunday
On this Sunday when public services have been suspended, we offer these prayers on behalf of God’s people, sharing with those praying at home. We start with the prayer on this week’s Grapevine, for all those most affected by this situation:

God of compassion, be close to those who are ill,

afraid or in isolation.

In their loneliness be their consolation;

In their anxiety, be their hope;

In their darkness, be their light,

Through him who suffered alone on the cross, 

but reigns with you in glory

Jesus Christ our Lord

Amen

We pray for the Churches in this Team and for the Baptist Church here in Ashdon and for all who are seeking to find ways to be Church in this changed situation. We thank you for all the efforts being made, and ask your blessing on the church and its leaders.
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
As we think of the nations of the world, we pray especially for the people of Italy, Spain, France and China, and for all countries having to take severe measures to protect their people. We pray for our own Government and Parish Council. We thank and pray especially for all in the Health Service and Caring professions who are most directly affected. 

Lord, we ask for patience and for your guidance for all who make decisions on our behalf, and for all who seek to alleviate the current situation. 
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
As we pray for our communities, we think especially of our school and of the children and teachers who will not be in school in the coming weeks. We pray for those who are finding ways to continue to teach for the children of those in front line work. On this Mothering Sunday, we thank God for our own mothers and pray for all with the care of children.
Lord, help us all to apply in practice those principles of love and care that we see in your life and words, protecting the vulnerable and looking to the interests of the weak. 
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
We remember before God those who are sick or in special need, particularly those we know who are ill, naming them in our hearts.
Lord Jesus Christ, hear our prayer for those in our community whose treatment for other conditions is on hold due to the current situation – for all who are in pain, waiting for or recovering from surgery, undergoing treatment or coming to terms with terminal illness. Give help and strength to any whose health is failing and to all who tend them.
Lord, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer
And we thank God for all the loved ones who have died, praying especially for those who mourn. We give thanks especially for our mothers who we see no more.

This week in Ashdon we give thanks for the life of Daisy Peach and pray for her family.
Eternal God, deepen in us the resurrection promise of eternal life, giving us the assurance that love can never die and that in you we are with those we love always

Merciful Father, 
accept our prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour  Jesus Christ.          Amen
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