Address

That reading speaks of ‘eternal life’ - I wonder what that means to you?
The difficult days that we are currently living through – like the difficult days of the second world war that Daisy lived through as a young woman – challenge us all to think about what is really important in life. And for most of us, the answer is that what really matters is love – the love that we have for family and friends, and the love that they have for us.

It is the Christian belief that love does not die, even when our human bodies become old and frail and eventually pass away, as Daisy’s has done.

You can hold this belief in different ways. At one level, you may hold on to the idea that through you, her close family of children, grandchildren and now great grandchildren (11 nearly 12, I think), memory of Daisy will continue. This is certainly the case, and there is comfort in the continuity that we leave through future generations.

You may also believe that our little acts of kindness and self sacrifice – the sorts of things we see around us in a crisis when people help others and sacrifice their own interests for them – that it is these acts which sustain our lives and our community. This too is true and one way in which love does not die, but goes on giving life to those around us.
As Christians, we certainly believe that both these ways in which love survives is true. But we also believe that underpinning such human affection and fuelling it is the greater love that God has for each one of us. We do not have to earn this. It applies whether we are fondly remembered by others or not. Each person, however good or bad in human terms, and even if it doesn’t look that way, is infinitely precious.

In speaking of eternal life, Jesus is telling his friends that our spirit can live on – not just in the memories of others - important as that is - but in the very heart of God. Insofar as we who are left live lives that are concerned with things of the spirit, and not simply with our day to day material needs, we remain close to those who now live on in the heart of God. This is a tremendous promise, hard sometimes to explain or justify, but one that we can experience for ourselves, as we continue to communicate with those we have loved and to enjoy their on-going company in a different new way. 

I am told that Daisy and Reg had a high regard for the Salvation Army, and I imagine that it was from this that she chose our second hymn that we shall sing in a moment. It is a Salvation Army favourite - one that we were, coincidentally, due to sing this coming Sunday here in this church. 
In a BBC chart of the nation’s top 40 hymns from the TV programme ‘Songs of Praise’, this hymn came in at number 10. And the last verse speaks of being called some day ‘to my home far away’. It is to that home that Daisy has now been called, so as we remember her, give thanks for her life and say goodbye, let us stand to sing it for her. 


Amen
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