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All Saints’ Church, Ashdon
www.allsaintsashdon.org.uk
Presentation of Christ in the Temple
3rd February 2019

Collect

Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved
Son was this day presented in the Temple, in substance of our
flesh: grant that we may be presented to you with pure and clean
hearts, by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

First Reading: Hebrews 2.14-18
Since the children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is,
the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in
slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not
come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham.
Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in
every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful
high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of
atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself
was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those
who are being tested.
Gospel: Luke 2.22-40
When the time came for their purification according to the
law of Moses, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. (as it is written in the
law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated
as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according
to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.’ Now there was a man in
Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by
the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing your
servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ And the
child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being
said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his
mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed – and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel,
of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived
with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as
a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple
but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and
day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God
and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had finished
everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God
was upon him.
Post Communion

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, who lived to
welcome the Messiah: may we, who have received these gifts
beyond words, prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes to
bring us to eternal life; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
Churches Together Prayer Cycle: In February please pray
for Our Lady of Compassion Roman Catholic Church & St
Thomas More School
Those who are unwell: Stan Bradley, Dennis Sheldrick
Christine Coughlan & Cherry Bryant
The family and friends of those who have died recently:
Margaret Helmore, Sue West & Anne Green
Those who are being baptised today at St Mary’s SW:
Isla-Rae Violet Walsh
Those whose wedding banns are being called:
Thomas Magness & Abigail Thurgood-Buss (Wimbish &
Debden), Luke Williams & Emma Ducan (St Mary’s SW)

TEAM
M5 MEN’S LUNCH Our next lunchtime get-together at the
Kings Arms on Market Hill will be on Wednesday 6th February
from 12:15. You'll be assured of a warm welcome so come and
join us and bring a friend. We look forward to seeing you. Bill
Rose
THE NEXT TIME OF SILENT PRAYER will be on Thursday
7th February at 10am in St Mary’s Parish Rooms. All welcome.
Anne Rose
MARGARET HELMORE’S FUNERAL is here at St Mary’s
Church, Saffron Walden, on Thursday 7th February at 11am.
Margaret was a long-standing member of the church who
worshipped weekly at St Mary’s, SW until recently. We thank
God for her life of service and her witness to Jesus Christ.
David
A SERVICE WITH PRAYERS FOR WHOLENESS &
HEALING will take place on Thursday 7th February at
1 o’clock in St Mary’s Church, SW. All welcome whether you
seek healing for yourself or another.
Our first MEN’S BREAKFAST of the new year will be on
Saturday 9th February at The Kings Arms on Market Hill when
our Guest Speaker will be Rev'd John Goddard, Minister at the
Baptist Church in Saffron Walden, who will be giving his talk
intriguingly titled, 'Baptist Postcards'. Coffee and tea will be
available from 8:15am with a full English breakfast at 8:30. All
are welcome but please note that The Kings Arms can only
accommodate 24 of us so numbers are restricted to the first
two dozen who sign up on the notice board at the back of St
Mary’s church, SW, or confirm with Bill Rose (email:
wjr2163@gmail.com tel. 516609)

ASHDON
313 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy
212 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty
53 Be still, for the presence of the Lord
233 I love you, Lord
237 I will sing the wondrous story

Ashdon Primary School is recruiting a Head
Teacher to replace Mr. Brown when he leaves
in July. We will be interviewing candidates
on Thursday. Please pray for God’s guidance
in finding the right person to fill this vital
position. Richard
Saffron Walden and Villages Team Council
meeting, 5th February in Ashdon Parish
Rooms.
Our Lent Course this year, in partnership with
Ashdon Baptist Church will take place on
Thursday evenings, starting at 7pm:
•
28th March at the Manse
•
4th April at the Manse
•
11th April at the Vicarage
•
18th April in All Saints’ Church (Maundy
Thursday)
Please take this copy of the Grapevine home
with you

WWW (Women Who Wonder) will meet on Tuesday 13th
February at Gill Caswell’s home, 59A Claypit Piece SW at
8pm when Sarah Nicolas will be telling us about her work with
the Prison Fellowship. All women of working age or
thereabouts are very welcome to join this friendly group. More
information from Alison Knights at alisoncinque@hotmail.com.
CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS The next meeting of St.
Mary’s Camera Group will be on Thursday 28th February at
7:30pm in the Parish Rooms. This is a group for photographers
of every level of expertise, who share their pictures through a
‘closed’ facebook page in order to deepen our appreciation of
God and the world around us. Prospective new members are
very welcome to join us. Andy Colebrooke
QUIET MORNING David will be leading our next Quiet
Morning entitled ‘Be Faithful to Christ’, on Saturday 2nd March
in St Mary’s Parish Rooms. Doors open at 9:30 for coffee and
start at 10am - 12.30. There will be a sign-up sheet at the back
of St Mary’s church, SW, next week. Please put this date in
your diary. This promises to be a time of quiet reflection and
challenge. All welcome. Sue Walker
URGENT REQUEST I need someone soon to co-ordinate our
Christian Aid collection in May. This is not an onerous role but
helps to raise over £1,000. If you are interested, I’d be pleased
to hear from you. David.
ADVANCE NOTICE I am going to be on extended study leave
from May to July when I hope to begin work on my second
book. My first one, a labour of love for 10 years, is published in
March. David
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